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Above all She is our Mother. Her aura as She descends from Her heavenly abode encourages 
us to fight back in every situation. Beyond killing the demon, Her motherly impression is 
depicted in this soft pastel art. 
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EDITORIAL NOTE 


ittham yada yada badha danavottha bhavisyati || 


tada tadavatiryaham karisyamyarisanksayam || 


Whenever the Demons will harm the Gods, I, the Mother of the Universe, shall arrive 
to prove the victory of Good over Evils. 


As we all know, India is widely known for Her vivid culture and traditions; So vivid 
that our generation-old festival of Durga Puja is the first Asian festival to be recognized 
under the ‘List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity’. It is easy to be proud of 
this enigma of a festival, which holds meaning so deep yet manages to fascinate even the 
most ignorant souls of the world. This year alike, let’s welcome Durga Puja with those 
same open arms and embrace the magic of our ethnicity, because India, for once, is truly 
magical. 


Following Maa’s arrival on the elephant’s back, Forward Media Group publishes its 
‘Sharod Sonkhya 2022’. This special edition is a compilation of works by the contribu- 
tors solely on an invite-only basis. Let’s celebrate Durga Puja, this year, with a paradox. 
The proportionate blend of the past and the present in the write-ups, express our desire 
to light the candle of inspiration and knowledge even within obscurity. 


Forward Media Group wishes our dear readers, with heartiest intention, a Durga Puja. 
May all your wishes come true! Lastly, a tribute to our supportive readers who have con- 
tinuously motivated and encouraged us to move on with our work; and the team mem- 
bers who have taken out their precious time from their busy schedules into dedication 
to the webzine. We hope to receive a huge response from your side. Read On! 


Jai Hind! 

Forward Editorial Team 
Forward Webzine 

30th September 2022. 
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Dr. Anup Kundu 


AMS Varva Gayot 6 earl Wee fcecra 
way Sa ROSS SEH AMA SA SI IF 
fot ATT GIS AS coer | Wi eaies 
ah ate <ifes Aiea Grits Sat aa wlact aT 
aqaeS Af HR aie Cofta Ursa Ge “al Bb 
Re We Aces WS | Ala Peat gent 
Wace UIT Aetag | fe frees fry ret AIT 
areced waive frecrd CH Farin ACS DCR | 
FS, TST CCA ST ACTA SUCHTAPS AATT | 
Cray WIG Basa afatocas Act wAcl AACA 
wee Ped TT TPO, UbIA-abat OPS | 


aiciats ford Gast fata aes Peca 
ACE Got OMA APTS BS AAG FAS | CHB 
ATT Gs Afsaird UCAS Fw atsews Wiens wHieHA 
TAT BS A, MATS ATAITSTHE MGs Sei at iw 
ats elt Ae AAS A AACS Ais Sepiy AAT 
fatral, ATela MIA fait feel <ECHS ASA AMPS | 
We View CHAS AW AOS At Al Sia GBS | 
aie, aet, Porfacss OF Tey ACA SATS FAAS | 


ort Pew Ace edit GOT UTA fer 
CATT | ATTAIN CAST IAT CATS | ACS lH 
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Wa-TNaea Views caoefera weep fat Poa, fears, 


Sie, Aces, Cleef, ae-alee, ef caer, 
Bong, th, Palet pf, for pa, Ahora, p-fese- 
fee Ulte Fo BM | Gas Alaa GE WAR fea 
CATA | CHACA CACC ASAT CAT, BIG <l aVUI 
CAS Det feet | UA Ulercss Hacer BA IC’ A 
AT TSS AAT ACH | cate Arca Aca wat catcat 
AVE BAGS SA ANS CATS Al, NaS WHS AB 
CHCA | AIG SI aor Med celeiyctd BARI 
sat ets Tey AAS UlCl Woo BIC CHAT SAT-44 
Sal | CT PS SMITA AT CAICPA CHCA AACR 
GER AU ASA AA CACPR Ol WTS CHB 
BARS we ICH | Old USS cs Seal 
wrens fowriecs PAC CHA; FCT Wl TEA fey 
BIS A PaCS Taye az a | 


ACIANT CRAG OFA TT ANCA 
awit qa-aa APA Pest 
ACH TS ASS TWAT HACIA AS 
woe Geral fat | arate Sets 
pases afer alee ; 
aay wa ‘Al 
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Uls Oreacea Meal wierd WGA Teli BOT GAT 4B 
ACTA Olea ASA AVA Aca GTS - GIT PTS AB 
ATW SAC? AVIA IA AW Boi Ae Ga piowae 
OIA ACY | ACH AR ACW PVA Te ASor fowl 
BAS Aw wars Alto | fog aS OF UP ahs 
A | Gorey Mears Sal Aalyia Wl Sac fa 
aT | Bat Pea Cee AACA CAB, AST CAAT 


Uri fea, Tel efor wey Geol As 
PAD AZ TAA DCT | AA ators *icwre PWT | 
Pecrace aes UCAS Ta CHA BOOT, 
AVC Ol SASS <I AGIA LAH WAH BIB CATH 
CS | Ue CH AS ABA aif, visa 
Cwerat eet, SATA GH! THAI AA AT ABTECATA 
FE AACA - MVP GA BAT Ae fecal Fal 
QOS Ata! CAfosord KA, WIT AA Ves 
Pre oleced Peal Ae AT Secs DoT! AIA 
Wad UAC Claes Meertacs fracas fee 
crt fra) UCTS TTT Ga AA AA wt Pea 
ASTNSAS VW is ACT Aifera Hea - A ACS 
BF TI | PeCTa APT LHC CIR CATH CA 
AA APE TRA TST Meal wlenacs AA 
Pa CHS, ACS ACG AA OF ICA AT ROS AACA | 


wed Peer OP PIN SOS UTA AeA 
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WMA MATA SICA VAY SCAT AGIA FCAT HEA CH, 
CAIATAS Yaw feupleead carats fect CHa, SM 
SPA St TH Ol HA | UNCMA SAAS wiewa 
CTTR A CM fA | PAN WICH Tift SI 
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AS SA | SPAT Wierd ATS fas SiocA OPT 
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Fea’, ot Fa fiery’ Son escaa set waco 
BATS BA ANA VET ACHS Veal Hel At ATS 
ATT A A A Aes Oa FSR Was SIRT VA 
wind OP POLl fin wien Aca Ulead 


Ae WAS AI AN Tel VTA al, Clay Ba at 
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Re Sy HVAT Acad Gad Slal AHS Al CHA AA 
UM Tt Tat PAIS AAT HH AI CON BPA 
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- Ul Ol *ANCAA GSCAT S0 CATH Se AOI CAP 
Bel At | oS ASA ATS Pics Peas, <a GH 
TST PSALM SHAY St HST AWTS! AIA A SVS 
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TS | SCS AL? APPS AMAT AI OATS Aly Bar ele 
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Br aacris Hews oa fee Fact 
a ae fracea arom Wie, tla ye, Sor 
Sach Mea CTSA CHRSTO!, AAASTOM WG 
ACH | AAG CHA WIA FIR SifSam ACI TO | 
KANG WAS BS SHATot Sea al HAA caval Wie 
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fe, CL, FIA TNS AG | UA OETA 
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JOA ATCH VIC diss at arr I Prete fifaca 
ASS | Ula Pies fifaca awl wey UfSeaced GIST 
Bay VA A Us alse frst BAS 
Cras Pied Gris viica few DRI | ATS Gla AR 
CRS AT CH PVA Wicatl FR RA AT | FSA BA 
Faces WR 4 seats Peta Bice AT *ABCAR wie 
Bl | UNA Aepfosd Maca & VA AH coer Alena 
Sal ACR leds Peale, wiena CHICA fare 
PACA A GICs WA, Al IC AB, iA AT SIS GPTAT 
OLS AAA Aly ASP ACOA VR, Pw CHA Pla Bea 
AT FAC WITS ALAA ACO MA HEA ACY Woes “Ail, 
CRA AAS APTA WA Gord aca fers ahs 
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A New Insight _ 
to the Worship of 
the Goddess . 


Kausani Saha 


“ 


if 


A NEW INSIGHT TO THE 


OF THE GODDESS 


KAUSANI SAHA 


The months of September and October 
are seen as auspicious and full of joy by 
us - Hindus. Don’t we all wait for Durga 
Puja every year? Don’t we start missing it as 
soon as it ends? Well, not only by Hindus, 
Durga Puja is seen as a celebration by all of 
us. But only a few among us actually ob- 
serve and understand the immense knowl- 
edge and tactics hidden within it and passed 
on to us by our wise sages of the Vedic era. 
We celebrate ‘Akalbodhan’ (untimely wor- 
ship) every year. This means, we need to be 
ready at all times, to fight against our ene- 
mies. Durga Maa is a woman. The myth says, 
one had to be a woman, to defeat Mahisha- 
sura. But, if we look at it with a modern per- 
spective, the decision of letting a woman go 
to war was really a clever move. Now, we all 
know how good of a spy a woman can be. A 
female’s charm can even make a very calcu- 
lated person spill his beans; if used correctly. 
Maa Durga doesn’t come alone, does she? 


The first and foremost thing we need to be 
able to sustain war is resources; rather, wealth 
and resources. Goddess Laxmi bestows us all 
with that. Now, with wealth comes the ques- 
tion, “Who is to calculate and predict the 
losses or how much we need?” A chartered 
accountant. Lord Ganesha with his knowl- 
edge in this field, is ever so ready with a note- 
book and a pen. Karthik is just the epitome 
that screams ‘commander’. For a war, we need 
a wise, decisive, quick-witted and tough com- 
mander. Not too bulky but lean and strong, 
Lord Karthik is the commander for the war. 
A war goes on for days, even months. Sol- 
diers lose their strength, motivation and will 
to fight as they witness the brutal scenarios 
day by day. They witness the death of their 
fellow soldiers, who had once been a part of 
their team as a unit. Overall, the death-like 
aura of the battlefield seeps into the warriors’ 
veins, depriving them of their vitality and 
vigour. Saraswati Maa showers her wisdom 
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and soothes us all by playing a melody with 
her veena. She teaches us to not lose hope, 
when it is direly needed. Their “Bahon’-s also 
speak a great deal. Goddess Laxmi’s pet, the 
owl, teaches us to attack the enemies at night 
when they least expect it. It also encourages 
us to use the air force, if needed. Lord Ga- 
nesha’s pet, the rat, suggests us to use the 
underground as well for strategies and plan- 
nings. Saraswati Maa’s pet, the swan, advises 
us to use the navy to take down the enemies. 
Mahishasur comes in the form of a bull, 
right? This teaches us, never trust anyone 
blindly, for, enemies can come at any time, 
in any form. Always stay behind the fence. 
Mahishasur, the Asur (demon), doesn’t look 
like he had been fighting all his life, with all 
those muscles? It teaches us to never under- 
estimate any kind of foes. All villains are not 
weak or bound to be defeated at the end. 
Luckily, our Goddess Durga is always ready 
with any kind of weapon that could be used. 
The Conch by Varuna, represents ‘Om’, the 
primordial sound from which the entire cre- 
ation emerged. The Sudarshan Chakra or 
discus by Vishnu symbolises that She is the 
centre of creation and all the universe revolves 
around her. The Lotus by Brahma symbolis- 
es Her compassion which will help mankind, 
rise from the worldly bondage and evil to 
attain moksha through wisdom. The Sword 
by Yama stands for the sharpness of intellect 
to overcome negativity. The bow and arrow 
by Vayu symbolise potential and kinetic en- 
ergy respectively. The Trishul or Trident by 
Shiva has three edges symbolising the three 
components of humans viz, Tamas (lethar- 
gy), Rajas (desire), and Sattva (purity). The 
Vajra or Thunderbolt by Indra represents de- 
termination and supreme power. The Club 
by Vishwakarma has the ability to both cre- 
ate as well as destroy. The Mace by Kubera 


exhibits loyalty. Ten hands for ten weapons 
are more than enough. Don’t you think so? 
With all these in mind, what amazes us the 
most, surely, has to be the immense amount 
of wisdom the early sages possessed. Not to 
mention, their way of portraying them and 
passing on to future generations in a meth- 
od, where not a single rule will be forgot- 
ten, as the basic lies in the idols themselves. 


“The history of India is too glo- 
rious for its present to decline...” 
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STANDS | A LL 


Amrit Bhattacharjee 


tte NETAJ 
STANDS TALL 


AMRIT BHATTACHARJEE 


Statues have always been intertwined with 
symbolism and the location and time portrays the 
intent of the society. With a whopping cost behind each 
statue that is intended to be a monument, why build 
one? 


India celebrates its Azadi ka Amrit Mahot- 
sav, as it steps into the Amrit Kaal. Indian history before 
the British colonial era celebrated its kings and leaders 
with statues, coins, carvings and insignias. From the 
coins of Kumaragupta I, to the painting of Aurangzeb, 
Indian society tends to immortalise history. After a 
transfer of power from the British to the Indian Na- 
tional Congress, the nation saw several installations 
of Indian revolutionaries and political figures on the 
streets. Over time, every corner of every street has 
some bust or statue or portrait of revolutionary or a 
politician or an idol. The one who led the entire move- 
ment into success, however, was ignored mostly by 
the country’s centre, due to the excessive Gandhian 
influence. Not anymore ! These few months saw a 
strategically important installation of Netaji’s Statue 
at the start of Delhi’s Rajpath. From the installation of 
a hologram back on his 125th birth anniversary cele- 
brations, the real statue was installed at Central Vista 
Avenue. Quoting NDTV sources, “The grand statue 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, housed in the India 
Gate canopy, is the Centrepiece. Made from a mono- 
lithic block of granite weighing 280 tonnes, the statue 
stands 28 feet tall. A team of sculptors spent 26,000 
hours of intense artistic endeavour” 


The projects of renaming Rajpath to Kar- 
tavya Path, and evolving Central Vista as a house 
of the nation’s heart of administration, is pretty 
ambitious. 13,450-crore is a stand alone cost for 
the revamped stretch. Other sustainable features of 
solid waste management, stormwater management, 
recycling of used water, rainwater harvesting, water 
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conservation and energy-efficient lighting systems, 
among others, are housed at the Central Vista. It’s 
open for visitors now, so to the Nationalism in the 
heart of the Indians, the unveiling of the statue holds 
huge significance. After numerous commissions on 
his death mystery, after all the ups and downs, the 
horrendous political play of history defaming his 
name, hiding his identity and the origin of his end, 
He finally emerges. 

However, I must repeat. Statues are symbolic in 
nature. The true essence of Subhas Chandra Bose is 
within his work ethics, ideals and the study and ap- 
plication of his teachings with a modern, rationalist 
approach. May the statue remind us of the struggle 
behind “Hum Dilli Dilli Jayenge, Hum Apna Hind 
banayenge’. 


Jai Hind! Jai Subhas! Bharat Mata Ki Jai! 
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MANALI CHAKRABORTY 


The wheels of history wield our paths, 
and the tracks all in all dematerialize 
leaving behind tales, myths and spectators. 
A derivative body of power, a cycle of creation, 
and destruction. 
Bestowing us with peace, was a three-part chore, 
sacrifice and firmness needed a role. 
The state of limbo was not maintained, 
But the demons were slayed. 


Stains of anaphora repeated, 
and tridents covered in red, 
Pleats of the evil were straightened up, and ahead. 


A hold of the deity remained unmatched, 
They suffered to hide their backs, and they ran. 
The superior belief made her path, joined her palms, and did 
her part. 
The divinity proved itself again, and all the sorrows did go to 
vain. 
The chores ended soon, with tens of hands. 
The sojourn was over, once and for all, leaving behind 
waters of straw. 


a wt x 
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AGNIBHA MUKHERJEE 


“MPIC *ARANTS... Cost Broce UTS TSN... 


apied UB... Sie cofeat erates 
CHAT AST...” 


4% ee Vy AAA BO) TSN PTET BA 
CH A AAP Hd val Box alicnd 
GT CVA cori CM sha TAA) “RVR: 
Tappa’ GA CA Tad aly ape 
8 UNM OC COR af sels AAT 
ak yall Ao SE BT aay vaca Awl, AIP 
Ad CHORES Arecifeew | Ulecr, wail Ice 
ey We Re Seo aged afew | ae Goce 
wr, “At aes fe Alia Hefe -*etaicaa 
CIA AIA BA OA Gleyuy CACTI FACS 
Atta AI)” CAR ATH TAAL ACA Sado Alcea, 
2 GF arnt <g, Aa eros, sf aay 
ATS ied BCH VP Be | OQ GA JH Acar 
Boel CHCA PCT ATT AA SCH “Atcataratl” 


AS | SUAS Sift Vo CH Ka ACA AGIA s 
GAT Ae FAC BABA ATHTR AB Aca BCAA 
JR ACS ALT QUITS GH Bea difaies, AA VICATH 
fey ASE GAS SA Old HA TAG w aS 
wrrat fois “fer acer” Aet | as ATAee fowtetat 
8 Bod BS MA Lol Uaor Pace facto QAacw 
G3 WNT | GAT Atietsa BCS Yel ACSA AeA 
Qe A Mt ACA YA CAWVICAT, BTWET CHEAT, ATTTAPAT 
eA UNA 6 UPAS GH | Aces Wider fray Ww 
CAPS ACA TACHA ALA ACA AWG Ala FerSTOI 
HRI ICA VIC AS TAP SUH | AS ATHTSS 
THOT VA SA HSA Me Aes Aor fry | Atfs- 
fSAST Al VI CQCwS Mel, WAALS HU VATS 
DA Al TSH | AS PI HLA AIH YTS TT 4B 
AKA AM LAC TAMA AA CVA 8G CS Ws | 
BIHA GCA ASMA BCA VCATSIS Sle 
QS AAMC MANA COR | TIAA Vaid AHS BPS 
OA BS | Tt CSR Baroy VFA ACS | 2 AACA 
AACATH BATS HCAS A A “WHA ATH” ICH ICH | 
WAL ACH ST S TAT Fat, LAPT TA 
AAA UP PICA 8 Bical Sool FS | ASIA COM 
Wels WHA Ao AUSsat Gls Soiqv-aa AA Tati s 
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Saas fc GPT, AB sey wiser AAPA 
ABA CHE AQ AAS PIC ALIA ICT AA PITA 
Pal, TANTS TAS CAMA-Acws HTT CH SAT AAR CTA- 
CR WTTNCS WH IMA CHEAT AACA aA FCA | 
Ga AT ATH Gey TA GR) Ay easall cles 
8 AVI-eifecmilcra ACH Al ACH VACA TISatact 
A A UAT 6 QRASL, CT AA Kells 
Ria eR BY AA CCR AAA WA UP 
Ola; OM Ace WAA WER CHS) ASTHMA 
BTA ANS coed “pester Virie”-4a del ACWTR; 
WIR ALIS VIA TW FAT ACM, CAAA SAq 
ACS SE VA, GAY SE XN Ul AM cee 
All Oe Aw Sl Alt Welt “WPA caw” | 
a3 Bf "Cat at “UNESCO WORLD HER- 
ITAGE”-4 Gapory | Olt ATA AM Ayferpors 
Hiace alter Afey @ Sear WI TIC Bee 
Gla, wat a fag Ul GA AS AAA AAT 
ase AT TRS OBI BA AA Aer | UTA 
WS aa Freecnd fog PR Fat Yall Coes 
VAIS Ya A cafSea, Aes ACT Fal @ HAN 
WA ee UCT ais Cleat <aHeA eat | 


ge Jaq ven anced 2 seq afew - 
a BTCC A 


QA a wit Tart TVA... 


GA Tt Wa... 
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Point of 
View of a 
Random Girl 


Koyena Chatterjee 


POINT OF VIEW OF A RANDOM GIRL 


KOYENA CHATTERJEE 


I'm here to talk about what society made me 
feel as a girl. Well, let me begin with myself. I 
am the elder daughter to my parents. When 
I was young, I often heard my father say: He 
wished he had a son; and this left me per- 
plexed as to why people prefer sons? He also 
raised me up like a son and gave me tough 
times. But next when my sister came, I guess 
he lost hope of having a son so my sister was 
spared. Often, I used to envy my sister for 
the way she was being nurtured. But when I 
grew up and came to know how difficult it is 
to raise a girl child in a society like this where 
girls are meant to be an epitome of weakness. 
If the girl wants to go out, she’s thrown in 
front of several questions - Where are you 
going? When are you going? With whom are 
you going? Etc. all at a stretch. But had she 
been a boy she wouldn’t have been imposed 
with such questions and bound by deadlines. 
The boy wouldn’t have been weighed down 
by the so-called family values, those which are 


typically meant to be upheld by the daughters 
of the family, isn’t it? India is called Bharat 
mata not Bharat pita; then how on earth did 
India become the fourth most dangerous 
place for women to reside in. Recent survey 
says that 54% children are being sexually ha- 
rassed literally as I write or you read. By now 
you have already stamped me as a feminist. 
Well, what does feminism mean? Feminism a 
word mistook most of the time by definition 
means giving equal importance and rights to 
both men and women. We live in a society 
where we teach our children “My son, Boys 
don’t cry”; instead, it would have been far 
better if we taught our children, “Son, you 
can of course cry your heart out”. Of course, 
there are men who respect and salute wom- 
en. They worship them and I want to salute 
you guys but today I’m here to talk about 
men who exploit women; today I’m here to 
talk for women who have been forced into 
prostitution, for women on whom hours of 
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hard toil is imposed, for women who are sub- 
jected to domestic violence and marital rapes 
rather for each and every FEMALE out there. 
Girls... Wake up, clear up the field, fight for 
yourself in every aspect because you are always 
your own defender that’s all. True that what 
Margaret Thatcher said if you want something 
done ask a woman if you want something said 
ask a man well times have changed.... Century 
smooth like clouds on the clear Sky but still, 
is the world any better for women? Centuries 
of history stand witness to women discrim- 
ination. You love her as a mother, you love 
her as a wife, you love her as a sister but why 
not as your daughter? They are burdens— 
meaningless and unwanted even before birth. 
I have a menial solution too maybe. Self-de- 
pendency which comes from making a career 
and income for which is needed is the sole 
important thing of life: Education. Well, Fi- 
nancial Independence is not the only solu- 
tion for all evil but certainly a step forward. 
Life is a beautiful story of sharing and giv- 
ing but most of the time education plays a 
major role in empowering the women. The 
Constitution passed many acts for the bet- 
terment of women but then think about 
the 33% women reservation bill which was 
proposed a decade ago. Maybe that was the 
reason why we had to spend a lot of time to 
find a piece of law as justice for Nirbhaya. 
The future must hold more good times 
for the women. Women empowerment is 
simply understanding it and giving them 
their own space to operate. Right from 
Jhansi Rani, the Braveheart to Velu Na- 
chiyar who are the Suicidal bomber wom- 
en, who have contributed in all spheres of 
valour and bravery in the pages of history. 
To awaken the people, it is the women 
who are to be awakened because once she 
is on the move the family moves, the village 


moves and the entire nation moves is a fa- 
mous saying by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Her tendency to sacrifice has made her syn- 
onymous to attenuation. We had a recent 
survey where 6 out of 10 girls wish that they 
were boys but I belong to the rest 4 of the 
population because I don’t want to live the 
life of a person who is given freedom rath- 
er live to be a person who deserves freedom. 
Be aware... for the women have raised their 
army to defy your dominance not so far 
from the day you are breathing on. A wom- 
an is defined by her courage so respect her 
and don’t consider her a sinner if your meal 
is not on time on the table. Let us not label 
our household chores with a gender. The 
winds of change have started to blow like 
air to the bamboo sticks. The sound music 
is just around the corner, the smell of fruits 
is just a few steps away and good times are 
here to stay for I dedicate my entire propo- 
sition not to the trained men with respect 
to women but to the rest of the brutes. 
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The festival in UNESCO List of the Intangt- 
ble Cultural Heritage (ICH) of Humanity! 
The festival which celebrates womanism in the 
purest aura! 

The festival is the cradle of connections world- 
wide! 


With everyone celebrating woman power 
through the auspicious festival of Navratri 
(Durga Puja in West Bengal), we present to 
you the stories of three women who have 
proved themselves to be one of their kind. 


Arunima Singha - World's first fe- 
male amputee to scale Mount Everest 


On 21 May 2013 at 10:55 am, the tricolour 
was hoisted once again at Mt Everest. But why 
is this special? Two years ago Arunima Singha 
was attacked by a gang in the general compart- 
ment of a train. While she refused to give her 


golden chain, the thugs hauled her out of the 
train. The whole night she laid on a track with 
49 trains passing over one of her legs; which 
had to beamputated immediately the next day. 


The media grabbed the sensational news but 
misinterpreted as a suicidal attempt. Laying 
in the hospital bed she made up her mind to 
prove herself. With less than two years’ train- 
ing Arunima became the first woman in the 
world to reach Mt Everest with her limb am- 
putated. It took her 52 days to reach the sum- 
mit. “A bunch of people can only cripple you 
physically but there is one person that can par- 
alyse youasan individual - Your own mindset.” 


Shriya Naheta - The "Organic Heart" 


Despite having an abundant home-grown 
agricultural diversity of organic produce, 
India (as also the world) is subjected to for- 
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aged products. In an era which is bound by 
the shackles of corruption and impurity, 
Shriya Naheta proudly took up the respon- 
sibility to create a healthier and sustainable 
tomorrow in all aspects of social, environ- 
mental and economic wealth of the nation. 
According to her, we are lacking a direct or- 
ganic food ‘farmer and consumer ecosystem’; 
hence launched Zama Organics in 2017. 


With the youths being increasingly con- 
cerned about chemicals and pesticide residue 
in food products, the domestic consump- 
tion of organic products is increasing grad- 
ually. Zama Organics works directly with 
passionate farmers to avoid middle-man en- 
suring fresh products to the masses. With 
the aim of enhancing healthy lifestyle, 
Zama Organics is expanding its retail stores 
across Delhi, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Hyder- 
abad, Pune, Goa, Bhopal, and many more. 


Yasmin Green - The technophile Ma- 
hisasurmardini 


“Prevention is Better than Cure” - holds the 
age old proverb, the value of which we can 
well understand when our life is involved. 
The World Wide Web, nonetheless, has 
made our life easy, but never mention its 
dark sides. Hate speech, online radicaliza- 
tion, bomb-making tutorials, sponsored fake 
news, web censorship - has made life terrible 
for their victims. Yasmin Green, director of 
research and development at Jigsaw, an arm 
of Google’s parent company, Alphabet, has 
in turn taken up the internet as a weapon to 
counter violent extremism and online harass- 
ment. Her journey started with debunking 
ISIS propaganda through ads. As a compa- 
ny, Google can’t just block all ISIS materials 
from showing; hence the Jigsaw has taken up 


its ‘Redirect Method’, which identifies key- 
words and patterns of online activity of an 
individual which reveals that he/she might 
be on the way to extremism; it then provides 
them video ads which push them towards 
materials that subtly undermine ISIS propa- 
ganda. “It’s essentially a targeted advertising 
campaign with curated content that debunks 
the mythology of ISIS: Yasmin". If the indi- 
vidual clicks on any one of the ads, he/she 
would be ushered to a curated YouTube play- 
list of independently-created videos which 
would slowly help to overcome the ISIS 
myth. Hence the internet is being successfully 
used by Yasmin Green to prevent terrorrism. 


This festive season, uncover, celebrate 
and revive the traditions binded with 
pure and indescribable emotions of hap- 
piness, and 


harmony empowerment! 
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DURGA PUJA: 
ONE OF THE ROOTS OF INDIAN FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN BENGAL 


TUHIN CHAKRABORTY 


Durga Puja, often known as the Durgotsav 
or Sharodotsav, is a grand and resplendent 
festival held every year in the Indian calendar 
month of Ashwin, which corresponds to Sep- 
tember-October in the Gregorian calendar. 
This festival entails the ten days of ceremonial 
worship of the major hindu goddess Durga. 
The ten days of ceremony is often considered 
to be one of the longest and significant fes- 
tivals in the Hindu culture. The first Grand 
Worship of Goddess Durga was recorded in 
the late 1500s which is about 450 years ago. 
We all know, folklores are as thin as air so it 
blows without hindrances; one of the local 
folklores says that the Zamindars of Bengal 
especially of Dinajpur and Malda initiated the 
first Durga Puja in Bengal. Another school of 
thought argues that Raja Kangshanarayan 
of Taherpur or Bhabananda Majumdar of 
Nadiya organised the first Sharodiya or Au- 
tumn Durga Puja in Bengal in the first 1600s. 


Bengal has witnessed various historic events; 
Bengal has witnessed the sound of the boots 
of the colonisers; Bengal has seen people die 
and rot with eyes wide open seeking freedom; 
Bengal has witnessed riots and bloodshed; 
Bengal has watched the subcontinent from 
going to the deepest dark to the hoisting of 
the flag of Independent India; Bengal has 
also witnessed their motherland getting riv- 
en; Bengal also has a history of foreign inva- 
sions in the ancient India, often known as the 
Bharatvarsh. Amidst all these chaos and fragil- 
ity Bengal preserved their culture and moved 
on with time. The most significant matter still 
remains undiscussed - the Indian struggle of 
Independence. Durga Puja has been not only 
a cultural festival; it has also played a crucial 
role in India's Freedom Struggle. Durga Puja 
has united a myriad of people from various 
sects over the years, freedom fighters initiated 
Durga Puja at various places to unite people 
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and inspire them to join the freedom struggle. 
I shall divulge you into the tales of Sharo- 
dotsav by the freedom fighters in Bengal. 
Durga Puja was used as a Swadeshi platform 
against the British. It was used as a symbol 
of Swadeshi to propagate anti-British senti- 
ments and use the festival as a platform to car- 
ry out anti-British protests. According to the 
archives, till the 1900s, Durga Puja was a ma- 
jor private social event organised by the royal- 
ty and wealthy families who utilised the occa- 
sion to fraternise with the British, get close to 
the ruling class and seek their patronage. My 
aforementioned statements may raise contro- 
versial thoughts, but my research always relies 
upon the archives and related data. However, 
Baghbazar broke the fetters in 1919 when it 
organised the first Durga Puja in the city of 
Calcutta. The term ‘Baroyari’ was given to 
this Puja, the term clearly means “Organised 
by 12 friends’. Durgacharan Bandyopadhyay 
was the president of the Puja Committee; he 
was one of the major personalities who en- 
couraged boycott of British goods in Bengal. 
Pulin Das, an active member of Anushilan 
Samiti, as also of the Indian freedom struggle 
in Bengal, initiated the Birashtami Utsav on 
the morning of Maha Ashtami, the ceremo- 
ny entails fighting with knives, batons and 
lances to signify the struggle of underprivi- 
leged people and the ceremony inspired many 
youths back then. The name always comes 
up in the conversation of Indian struggle 
of independence is Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, who was directly involved with both 
Baghbazar Sarbojonin Durgotsav and Simla 
Bayam Samity Sarbojonin Durgotsay. These 
two pujas were facades used for Swadeshi 
activities and provided shelter to freedom 
fighters. Netaji himself became the president 
of Baghbazar Community Puja Committee. 
Simla Bayam community puja was famous for 
their ‘Ek Chala’ idol and temporary roofing 


of the puja pavilion done with ‘Hogla Pata’. 
The British government was wary of anti-gov- 
ernment activities and in 1932 declared Sim- 
la Bayam Samity as an illegal organisation. 
These were the three major tales of Durga 
Puja by the freedom fighters. There were 
many minor Durga Pujas which were organ- 
ised in the small scale and locally, which were 
also initiated by the freedom fighters, major 
supporters of the Swadeshi, the active places 
were Malda, Dinajpur, Dhaka, and the major 
localities where extremist nationalism was a 
wave, which took away many young minds 
into the Indian struggle of Independence. 
We are standing on the divided land, where 
our kins sacrificed their lives for better future. 
Over the years, Kolkata, previously known as 
Calcutta has been the major host of this grand 
happening. Kolkata is indeed playing the ma- 
jor host of Durga Puja nowadays, where Puja 
Pandals are made extravagantly and becom- 
ing commercial, where politicians intervenes 
with ill motives. However, the City of Joy 
glares with lights and happiness during the 
four days from Saptami to Dashami, people 
from other countries visit Kolkata and expe- 
rience the grand celebration of Durga Puja. 
But still there are some Durga Pujas which 
doesn’t indulge into commercial interests 
and maintains the authenticity and royal- 
ty, which is being followed over centuries. 
I hope this article will dig you deep into the 
history of Durga Puja in Bengal and the cul- 
tural identity that this grand celebration holds. 
The freedom fighters did an extraordinary 
job by initiating Durga Pujas and unifying 
people to join the struggle of Independence. 


‘Know your roots, respect your culture and pro- 
mote yourculturalidentitywithdignity. Culture 
is what makes usstrongand promisesusagreater 
future, if conserved with dignity and divinity’ 
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Who Are We? 


Margaret Mead in all her wisdom said that a small 
number of thoughtful, committed people could 
change the world and it is the only thing that ever has. 
We are a group of like minded students, who want to 
change history with the power of our words and 
voices. And we are here to create one too. Committed 
to the ideals of Netaji, ours is a small, earnest attempt 
to give back the Liberator the justice that has hitertho 
been denied, that he always deserved. We are nothing 
without you. And together, we can bring a revolution. 
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